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of a civilized community. In these days it was possible for a
Christian pastor to appeal from Caesar to God in defence of
murder and from the pulpit tell his flock that "we must follow
the Leader all the way even to Potempa." The fury of the con-
troversy obscured the only issue—did or did not law reign in
Germany?; the action of the government in finally commuting the
sentences was in effect an answer in the negative. Contempt for
law is not exclusively a National Socialist quality nor did it begin
to be shown only in 1933. ^ut dlc Potempa case is as prominent
a feature on the road to the reign of pure lawlessness as was the
Rathenau murder in an earlier period of national dissolution, the
period that had ended in the defeat of the forces of illegality, and
in both cases the same elements were responsible. The only dif-
ference was that this time the party which backed the policy of
murder was the largest party in the nation.
But as an incident the Potempa case., from the point of view
of the government and of Hitler, admirably filled the gap between
the humiliation of the latter and the ordeal the former would
probably have to face when it met the nation in the person of its
assembled representatives. The presidential party, or some of it,
might blame Papen for the President's mishandling of the Leader,,
but none of them can have failed to admire the skill with which
he used every opportunity to consolidate his position without
making definite the breach between the cabinet and any possible
ally. He opened—very quietly and very slightly—the door that
Hindenburg had slammed and waited to see what would happen,
in the firm belief in the attractive power of partially open doors;
waited with a cynicism that is part and parcel of the larger
cynicism that was now the only rule of political conduct in
Germany,
While the whole press rang with the sound and fury of the
quarrel going on, when its careful reader could have seen to a
detail the coming and course of civil war, intriguing was going on
as busily as ever it went on in the palmy days of constitutional
cabinets. Although the Nationalists were closing their thin files in
his support, although the Stahlhelm held a great parade in
Berlin which was virtually a great pro-government demonstration

